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accordance with local regulations, and submit himself to such tribunals 
as might in the respective countries care for the administration of the 
estates of deceased persons. 

Until the Ghio judgment was rendered no American decision recorded 
in any report that has been seen, denied a consul the right to administer 
under the treaty in question. 8 In taking a position flatly opposed to 
that of the courts in Massachusetts, New York, Ohio and Michigan (ac- 
cording to reports of nisi prius cases), the California tribunal has em- 
ployed a method of interpretation which, irrespective of the conclusion 
reached, should be tested by appeal to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 



THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON THE LEGAL PROBLEMS OF AVIATION 

An international committee on the legal problems of aviation has 
recently been constituted under the auspices of various associations in- 
terested in the progress of aerial navigation in France with the coopera- 
tion of the Aero Club of France and the International Aerial League. 
This body which is to be known as the Comite Juridique International 
de V Aviation, has a two-fold object: (1) to elaborate in each country the 
legal doctrines of aerial navigation with a special view toward legislation 
favorable to its progress; (2) to defend the interests of aviation in all 
countries before all official bodies. 

In France itself, the Committee enjoys a most extensive organization. 
At the seat of each appellate tribunal, a doctrinal sub-committee com- 
posed of magistrates, professors of law, advocates and ministerial officials, 
has for its mission to elaborate a code of the air; to make a systematic 
collection of all literary documentary material relating to the legal prob- 
lems of aerial navigation and to collaborate in the publication of a 
Keview intended to constitute an official organ of the committee. In 
cooperation with the " doctrinal committee," a " committee of defense " 
operates as a practical counselor and active defender before legislative, 

s The ease of Lanfear v. Ritchie, 9 La. Annual, 96, cannot be regarded as in 
point because it did not involve the right of a consular officer to administer 
under the Argentine treaty. In the case of Re Logoriato's Estate, 69 N. Y. Supp. 
507, the adverse comments of the court on the consular right under the Argentine 
treaty were dicta. The consul was even in that case granted letters of adminis- 
tration by default of a competent person to oppose him. 
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administrative and judicial tribunals of all societies and individuals in- 
terested in aviation who apply for its assistance. These committees work 
through an active delegate so as to obtain unity of action. In countries 
other than France the organization is not completely effected as yet, 
although it is intended to place each country under a national delegate 
and the most important jurisdictions under local delegates. 

The publication of the Review is already under way. It has appeared 
monthly since January, 1910, and bears the title Revue juridique Inter- 
nationale de la locomotion aerienne and is devoted to the purposes of 
the Committee as already outlined. 

The detailed organization which has thus been undertaken in France 
contemplates a closer bond of union with other countries and the large 
number of distinguished jurists who are giving their moral as well as 
active support to the Committee, testifies to the very lively interest de- 
voted, at least in France, to the influence which aerial navigation prom- 
ises to exert upon all branches of jurisprudence, international as well as 
local, public as well as private. 

At the meeting of the Institute of International Law which took 
place in Paris during March and April of this year, the topic received 
considerable attention and led to an exchange of views. M. Paul 
Fauchille, who, in 1902, presented a draft law suitable for uniform 
legislation in all countries, presented to the Institute an entirely new 
projet in the way of a draft convention for international acceptance 
relating only to peace times and containing modifications suggested by 
the mechanical advance of the art since 1902. 

The Institute did not make this projet or the subject with which it 
deals the order of the day for 1910, but, instead, decided to submit the 
same to the Diplomatic Conference upon Aerial Navigation which it is 
intended shall meet in Paris some time during this year. This Con- 
ference, called by the French Government, will be composed of official 
diplomatic delegates from as many countries as will accept the invitation 
and will consider a large number of problems relating to the subject, 
dealing more particularly with the administrative regulations governing 
international flights, the identification of the various types of air-craft 
and rules applicable to pilots. A report has recently been made to the 
Chamber of Deputies by M. Paul Deschanel upon the subject of this 
forthcoming conference and the expenses therefor are to be embraced 
in the budget for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the year 1910. 



